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Graham County schools are in full swing. In addition to the teachers, 

paraprofessionals and administrators, we are fortunate to have so many 

dedicated employees who are integral to the education of our students. Our 

maintenance and transportation personnel work hard to keep our buildings, 

buses and vans in tip-top shape. Getting our students to school safely and 

on time is a huge endeavor and when you think about the logistics, it is 

quite a feat! We also appreciate the staff members who  prepare and      

deliver nutritious meals to thousands of kids, which is another enormous 

task that often goes under the radar. Finally, I want to give thanks to the 

dozens of front office employees who multi-task like no others. Greeting the 

public, answering phones, assessing and meeting the needs of teachers 

and students can be quite chaotic, but I see  complete calm and efficiency 

when I walk through our school offices. Thank you for the great support you 

give our schools.                                                                                      

Welcome to these new teachers!                                                                    
Thatcher Unified School District                                                                        

JDPS: Valerie Guyðmusic; Erin Twitchellð1st grade; Rosalina Astrainð2nd 

grade;   Megan Johnð2nd grade; Kristi WebsterðSPED                                                     

TMS: Chad SmithðSoc. Studies                                                                         

Solomon:  Noah Clonts                                                                                          

Discovery Plus Academy: Jessica Skinnerð5th grade                                        

TLC: Becca KerbyðArt; Linzy WoodardðSPED; Joseph Ginnet-Music                           

Dates to remember:                                                                                                                             

Sept. 5ðLabor Day (The Graham County offices will be closed.)                                                          

Sept. 7-9ð Arizona School Boards Association Law Conference  (ASBA)                                                              

Sept. 11ðPatriot Day                                                                                                                          

Sept. 26ðGraham/Greenlee Superintendents Association meeting                                                                

Sept. 27ðG/G New Teachers Coalition                                                                                                  

Oct. 6-9ðGraham County Fair (see details on page 3 for student entries)                                   

Oct. 19ðEarly Childhood Coalition professional development for PreK-2                                                                                                

Oct. 25ðG/G New Teacher Coalition                                                                                                 

Nov. 2ðASBA County meeting at Dan Hinton School                                                                                        

Jan. 11-12ðADE Special Education Assistive Technology professional development   



We are also pleased to announce the return of the Early Childhood Coalition meetings!                

The purpose of the ECC is to bring together our PreK-grade 3 educators to offer networking, support 

and professional development unique to this teaching strand.  Last year we hosted Suzanne Lunt for 

two days of math and ELA instruction.  We followed this up by partnering with several other entities 

to bring in ñMr. Gò who performed for our very youngest audiences.  Youôve heard of                 

Woodstock...well this was our very own ñKinder-stock.ò  Our first meeting will be Wed. Oct. 19th 

where will be hosting Sarah Skemp and her ñBig Emotionsò workshop. Invitations to register will be 

going out soon! Save your seat for our early childhood opportunities!   

Graham/Greenlee Early Childhood Coalition (ECC)  

I am pleased to announce we have begun the sixth year of our ñSupporting and Sustaining      

Teachersò project.  With generous funding from the United Way of Graham and Greenlee  Counties, 

we are inviting our new educators to participate in the New Teacher Coalition.  The sessions will be 

offered six times throughout the year.  We will provide materials to assist with classroom             

management, and offer sessions on integrating technology and best practices.  We will also offer 

information on how to get more dollars into your classrooms, and follow the processes for success.   

The New Teacher Coalition meetings will also offer networking opportunities and supports available 

and unique to our profession.  Ultimately, 40-50 new teachers in our two counties will find a whole 

network of support from within their own districts as well as from other teachers and the county    

offices.  We want to attract and retain the best educators for our  students, and our work with the  

coalition goes a long way toward reaching this goal. If you are new to the profession, have been or 

are currently hired as a long-term sub, new to your school and/or Graham and Greenlee, you are 

invited to attend!!  Newly hired educators will be receiving an invitation to attend our next meeting on 

Tues. Sept. 27th.   We hope you will be able to join us!                                                                                                                                 

Graham/Greenlee New Teacher Coalition (NTC) 
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Arizona Department of Education awarding donations of $600 to qualifying          

Arizona projects requesting classroom materials 

Starting on August 22nd, while funds last, the Arizona Department of Education will apply up to 

$600 to Arizona classroom teachersõ projects requesting resources to support students.                        

Funding for eligible projects will be applied  shortly after a project is approved.                                    

How to qualify:                                                                                                                                           
Teach PreK-12 in an Arizona public school.                                                                                                             

If youõre new to DonorsChoose, create a teacher account at www.donorschoose.org/teachers. Then 

return to this page to follow the rest of these instructions.                                                                                  
Create a new Standard project on or after August 22nd, 2022.                                                                   

On the òHIó page while creating your project, enter the campaign code ARIZONA by clicking 

"Apply a campaign code."                                                                                                                                     

Submit your project for approval with the campaign code. 

https://help.donorschoose.org/hc/en-us/articles/7970020091543 

 

http://www.donorschoose.org/teachers
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     GRAHAM COUNTY PARKS AND FAIR ASSOCIATION                                     

 527 East Armory Road, Safford Arizona 85546                                       

 Tel: (928) 428ð6240                                                                          

 

                                       

August 23, 2022  

 

To all Teachers and Staff,  

 

We are excited to announce that we will be having our Graham County Fair on     

October 6 ï 9, 2022. Our theme for this year is ñGraham County Fair ñSew it, 

Grow it, Show itò. We hope that all students will participate with an entry, because 

we love seeing their work and their creative   ideas.  

We will have the ShoWorks entry forms available online (keep in mind that some of 

the lot numbers/depts. will be different due to changes), and please make sure to 

put the correct school and studentôs age. Also, please use the school address and 

the teacherôs email for the studentsô entries. In order for the students to receive 

their premiums we need the correct information on the online entry form.  

Deadline to enter is Thursday, September 22, 2022 at 11:59 PM (Mountain 

Time). I will print the entry tags after the deadline and will have them ready to be 

picked up on Thursday, September 29, 2022. Please call or email to set up a time to 

pick up the tags for your school. The 2022 Fair Book and Fair Entry Form is now 

available online at https://www.graham.az.gov/603/Fair-Book-Entry-Forms  

Tuesday, October 4th ï Building #2 will be open from 2 PM- 6 PM for Student      

Projects to be dropped off. Please make sure all student entries have their tags    

already attached when dropping them off.  

Check https://www.graham.az.gov/603/Fair-Book-Entry-Forms for online entry form, 

rules and  other information. All fair entries will be judged and awarded by 10 AM on 

Friday, Oct. 7th.  Come see how your entry did! Email any questions to me at 

RGomez@graham.az.gov  

 

Thank you, 

Rose Gomez 

Parks & Fairs Clerk 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Alyssa Koury  

August 22, 2022 Public Information Officer   alyssak@aztreasury.gov   (602) 542-7843  

AZ529, Arizonaôs Education Savings Plan Helps Bring Dreams to Life  

Annual Statewide Essay Contest Offers Arizona Fifth Graders  

An Opportunity to Win $529 Towards Education and Career Goals  

AZ529, Arizonaôs Education Savings Plan together with the Arizona State Treasurerôs Office are asking 

Arizona fifth graders: ñWhat is your dream job and how do you plan on achieving it in the future?ò 

That is the theme for this yearôs third-annual essay writing contest, which launches today, and is open to 

fifth-grade students across Arizona.  

A total of 20 winners will be selected across the state and receive $529 towards opening a new or existing 

AZ529 Education Savings Plan. One winner will be selected from each of Arizonaôs 15 counties and at 

least one winner each representing a district, charter, private, tribal school and homeschool will be          

selected. Up to five additional winners will be awarded in Maricopa and Pima counties, based on higher 

population.  

In all, more than $10,500 will be distributed to 20 students to assist in saving for their educational plans 

beyond high school. Parents or guardians of the winners will be responsible for setting up an AZ529       

account if an account does not already exist. All entries must be submitted starting today either online to 

az529.gov/essaycontest or through direct mail. Entries must be received by October 2, 2022, at 11:59 

p.m. (MST).  

ñOur young students are the future of Arizona,ò said Treasurer Kimberly Yee. ñThis essay contest gives 

students an opportunity to highlight their aspirations for the future and think about how they will achieve 

their dream job with a plan for education. Families are setting up their child's future when they begin     

saving for education with an AZ529 Plan. We are excited to bring this essay contest to students across our 

great state.ò  

The AZ529 Plan has provided a successful education savings plan for Arizonans since 1999, helping    

families accumulate $1.9 billion in tax-deferred savings. The goal of the essay contest is to increase     

awareness of the AZ529 Plan and pave a path for another generation of students to achieve their           

post-secondary dreams through proper savings. Winners will be honored by Treasurer Yee during a special 

ceremony at the State Capitol in October.  

One of the benefits of an AZ529 account is that it offers a tax-advantaged approach to setting money aside 

for college, trade school and other educational avenues for high school graduates. Arizona residents can 

receive a dollar-for-dollar state tax deduction for contributions made to an AZ529 account each year, of up 

to $2,000 per beneficiary or $4,000 per beneficiary depending on filing status. Funds earned over time will 

remain tax-free when used for a wide variety of covered educational expenses. Additionally, friends and 

family members may add to a childôs AZ529 Plan at any time and earn the same tax benefits for them-

selves.          For more information about AZ529, visit http://www.az529.gov. https://az529.gov/essaycontest.  



Arizona Science Center serves as the regional partner for Code.org. As the regional partner, we   

offer computer science professional learning opportunities for K-12 educators that provide the    

needed content and strategies to implement the free comprehensive curriculum with their students.  

Thanks to local and national donors, we have funding to offer free educator workshops in rural and 

tribal communities throughout the state and are looking for partners to host them. If you are          

interested in hosting a workshop in your community, please complete the interest form using this 

link: https://forms.gle/kaics5CKdRAqnYYP8 

¶ Strategies for teaching CS Fundamentals lessons 

¶ Personalized lesson plans to teach two CS Fundamentals lessons 

¶ An implementation plan for your classroom or school 

¶ A connection to the community of CS Fundamentals teachers 

If you have any questions about hosting a workshop in your community please reach out to Beth 

Nickel at nickelb@azscience.org.   

Arizona Science Center and Code.org 

Arizona Department of Homeland Security Roadshow Statewide Cyber Readiness 

Grant Program  

AZDOHS is providing cyber tools at no cost to all Cities/Counties/K12/Tribes in Ari-

zona. You are invited to join us to learn more about this program, meet the 

AZDOHS team, and network with your regional peers!                                         

 

Choose a location convenient for you: 

 

 

                                                                                              

            

Superintendents! Milan has announced that another round of funding has been received for òThe Final 

Mile Project.ó Criteria: No internet access or Very poor internet (<25/3M) or Very expensive internet. 

Cyber Security Information from Milan Eaton 
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Hosted by Mohave County  

Friday Sept. 9th                           

@ 2:30 p.m.                              

Mohave County Auditorium  

700 West Beale Street               

Kingman, AZ  86401 

Hosted by Yuma County 

Tuesday Sept. 20th                        

@ 2:30 p.m. Location TBA 

Please register to confirm your attendance at one of the 

locations listed above.   

Enter the following link into your browser:  

   

 https://forms.gle/EQYTrFm6m1RoKXe59  

There are five functional areas:                                                                                                                         

Advanced Endpoint Protection 

(Crowdstrike)                                                                                                                

Converged Endpoint Management 

(Tanium)     

Multi-Factor Authentication (Thales)                                                                                            

Security Awareness Training 

(KnowBe4)                                                                                                          

Web Application Firewall (Cloudflare)                                                                                        

Milan Eaton ñState Erate Director                      

Arizona Dept. of Education-

Milan.eaton@azed.gov 

623-332-6357 
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EXCITING NEWS 

2023 United States Senate Youth Program 

 

Arizona high school juniors and seniors are invited to apply for the 2023 US Senate Youth       

Program. This prestigious program provides student delegates with a $10,000 undergraduate   

college scholarship and participation in the annual Washington Week. Student applicants should 

meet the following requirements:  

¶ The student must hold a high-level leadership position in the following student          

government, civic or educational organizations during the 2022-2023 academic year.                                             

Student Body president, vice president, secretary, or treasurer                                              

Class president, vice president, secretary, or treasurer                                                           

Student Council representative                                                                                                                

A National Honor Society officer (including discipline-based Honor Societies such as the     

National English and Social Studies Honor Societies that include service components                             

Student representative elected or appointed (by a panel, commission, or board) to a local,    

district, regional or state-level civic, service, or educational organization approved by the state 

selection administrator, where the student holds a high-level position of representation to a 

constituency in a year-round capacity providing service to others 

¶ The student must be a legal permanent resident or citizen of the United States at the time of 

application.  

¶ Attendance during the entire Washington Week program, whether online or in person, is      

required to receive the financial scholarship.  

 

Applications are due October 3, 2022.  

https://www.azed.gov/studentachievement/senateyouth 
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 Extremely Important Drug Awareness Information 

Several times over the past few months, I have attended trainings and 

meetings where Iôve watched a video titled ñThe Rise of Fentanyl: 

Ethanôs Story.ò  The most recent time I watched it was on Dec. 16th at 

the Arizona School Boards Association Annual Conference.  This time 

Ethanôs mother, Dr. Shari Dukes, Director of Student Services at JO 

Combs Unified School District in Pinal County was in the room.   

All I can say is there are fewer things more heartbreaking than losing a 

child, and fewer things more enraging, than having them taken by drugs.   

The photo of the little packet of jelly beans to the left, represents 5 pills 

which can easily be obtained by our children today.  Two of the five 

could be laced with enough fentanyl to kill a person, as one did to 

Shariôs son Ethan.  All he  wanted to do was get a good nightôs sleep    

before a big day.  He was 16.  

 

     Shari handed each of us in the session one of these little baggies.  It made a huge impact on 

me and I want this story to make a huge impact on you.  Please go to  TalkNowAz.com and 

learn what is going on around us and how you can be more aware and help stop this epidemic.  

    #BeTheInfluence 

     Talk Early. Talk Often. 

       TalkNowAz.com 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

It is equally important that social media is monitored, and monitored 

very closely.  We are very aware of how easy it can be for the wrong  

people to enter the world of a young person.                                            

If a child has access to a device, nothing can or should be                     

taken for granted.   

Inform yourself on ways to protect your child:  

https://www.justice.gov/coronavirus/keeping-children-safe-online 

 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/family-

life/Media/Pages/Points-to-Make-With-Your-Teen-About-Media.aspx 

 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/ 
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he EAC Discovery Park is here to help you with fun, safe, and educational 

STEM field trips!  
 

Choose from four lessons;  

Biodiversity, Archaeology, Astronomy, and Matter & Energy,! 

 EACôs Discovery Park is scheduling field trips  

on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:00 a.m. to Noon  

(The usual time frame for a field trip is about 2.5 -3 hours) 

For more information, please contact Monica Clarine at:  EAC Discovery Park 928-428-6260  

email:  monica.clarine@eac.edu 


